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College copes with COVID 

By Sarah Haudek 

College Hill Writer       

The coronavirus entered fast into our 

lives and no one was prepared for all the 

changes it has brought.  

It started as only talk at schools every-

where being shut down. It can be especial-

ly hard for colleges, trying to keep things 

in order, trying to keep everyone calm and 

getting kids ready for their freshman year 

of college. One person at the front of all 

this at SCCC  is Kathleen Peterson, Mar-

keting Director of Marketing.  

ñIt was a day to day  conversationò 

with the deans, Peterson said, and they 

wanted to make sure it was the right deci-

sion for the students.  

It was a progression, leading up a full 

closure of the school, with the library and 

all events being canceled, to only a few 

classes allowed to meet and finally to full 

closure, with all classes going online.  

Peterson described it as strange and 

ñadjusting to change,ò having to work 

with students  and having that connectivi-

ty. It is harder for some than others with 

online classes, like art classes and labs, are 

going to change their format of learning.  

Each department head is to make sure 

whatôs being done for classes and to figure 

out alternatives for such circumstances. 

ñWe never expected it to get to this 

point,ò she said.  However, nothing is 

stopping her and other staffers from doing  

their jobs while keeping people safe. 

She and other members are working 

from home and having weekly meetings 

about their next moves and whatôs best for 

the school and students. Except for occa-

sional professors, Security is usually the 

only ones on campus.  They open build-

ings to which people need access.  

The law states the staff are not legally 

allowed to announce anyone's names on 

the staff who has the coronavirus. HR did 

send out a form saying if this happens itôs 

okay for oneôs name  to be known to the 

college, if one has signs the form.   

Should a staff member have COVID, 

the Health Department would be alerted 

and any areas where the person had been 

would be sanitized.   

Student safety is a number one priority. 

An email was sent out via college email to 

see if there are any concerns or updates, 

then the COVID-19 task force can let eve-

ryone know. 

They still need to look forward and 

have future plans, so Peterson is some-

times on campus and trying to get students 

ready for SOAR. They are delivering 

SOAR via ZOOM until further notice.  

They still will get their students pre-

pared and ready to introduce them into 

this new journey and get their freshman 

prepared. 

This situation isnôt easy on anyone, but 

Peterson likes to look on the bright side 

ñItôs nice to have your phone on 

you,ò  she said. Answering  calls and talk-

ing on the phone is a change for many 

people in the world of texting and email.  

ñRapid change is the toughest,ò Peter-

son said. The most difficult part for Peter-

son was putting everything else aside and 

focusing on how to get things done now. 

There are many future plans for the 

school, but this time they had to put a lot 

on hold.  

ñItôs a day-to-day process,ò Peterson 

said. The school has decided to keep the 

rest of this semester online, as well as 

summer session one, at the least. 

The rest is unclear because Peterson, 

the rest of the staff and everybody else 

around the world doesn't know what is 

next. This is new for everyone, having to 

figure out ways to deal with it. 

This time is anything but normal, but 

Peterson has a positive outlook and a work 

ethic that helps things run smoothly.  

No one has the right answers.  ñI donôt 

think anyone has,ò Peterson said. The 

staff,  just like everyone else, is going 

with this day-by-day. 

Peterson said rapid change is the tough-

est. She said the best thing to do is adjust 

and she is settled in to remote learning. 

This will not last forever and all one  

can do is take it day-by-day.  
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Virus forced student to leave job at College 

Campus empties as academics/admin go online 

Family concerns came first for part-timer in Facilities 

By Cybele Tamulonis 

College Hill Writer 

In Sussex County, as across the world, many are struggling 

with the same issues as people try and get through the global 

COVID-19 pandemic.  

For Erin Zabriskie, a paralegal student at the college who has 

been working in the Facilities department for three years, keeping 

a positive attitude is what helps her through her busy days. 

ñI requested to stop working before the actual shutdown on 

March 21. Fortunately, SCCC has always been family-friendly 

and my boss was understanding and when I came to him with my 

concerns about coming to work, and he said I could go,ò she said. 

She filed for unemployment and her job will be held for her 

once the pandemic has passed. The New Jersey Department of 

Labor reported that New Jersey residents have filed a record 

amount of unemployment claims. That number, according to the 

department, shot to more than 200,000 in the first week alone 

after the closure order.  

Zabriskie did not leave her job lightly in the face of the pan-
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By Claryssa Mills-Robinson 
College Hill Writer 

 

Schools around the world have moved from face ï to ï 

face learning to an online modality. For some courses itôs 

not a problem, but for others, itôs very difficult.  

Stephen Straub, a professor of biology at SCCC, was 

required to move his lab courses online and that is where he 

sees the difficulties . Before the move online, Straub says, 

he was hesitant about online lab courses .  

When online courses began, Straub  had to change his 

semester plans around. He said students canôt do an more 

experiments. He has to supply as many visuals as possible. 

 Asked about the difficulties of a  virtual lab, he said, 

ñitôs working, with the work coming in and students are 

understanding the material.ò  

The only difficulty is there can sometimes be spotty in-

ternet. However, Straub said, going from hands-on to virtu-

al is heartbreaking.  

ñA lab isnôt meant to be online itôs robbing you guys of a 

learning experienceò Straub said.  

With all of this , he said heôs okay with going virtual, 

explaining itôs better than nothing.  

The final experiments Straub completed with his stu-

dents in class were research assignments. Each lab group 

had its own tasks to research and carry out.  

Some experiments used pill bugs, plants, and various 

chemicals and yeast products for the pill bugs. 

One experiment used the pill bugs, yeast products, and 

various colors of light. The result was to see which product 

or light the pill bugs would be drawn to.  

These experiments took place before spring break, which 

was followed by the classes moving online.   

Most schools have also gone into the topic of making the 

spring semester a pass/fail. Straub said he wouldnôt agree 

with such a decision if it were made for SCCC.  

He asked, ñWhat if a student canôt complete the work on 

time? It doesnôt seem fair.ò  

SCCC has said pass/fail is under consideration, but has  

yet to announce a decision on the matter.  

SCCC finally decided to move all classes online in an 

announcement March 21.  Prior to that, there had been con-

sideration of allowing a very few classes to remain in a face

-to-face setting.  On March 18, this ñexceptionalò few was  

identified as ñscience labs, automotive, culinary and a few 

others.ò 

Faculty in these courses were initially told to submit 

requests for waivers by noon, March 19.  But this option 

was superseded by the full closing, effective March 23. 

 

Meghan Carlson 

College Hill Writer 

 

As with many states, Pennsylvania has 

been under lockdown for weeks.   

Before most of the colleges around the 

Tri-state area placed students on online 

classes to wait out this virus, Pennsylvania 

had gone further.  The reason for the lock-

down was to prevent the spread of the 

COVID-19 virus, commonly known as 

Coronavirus.  Any non-life sustaining busi-

nesses were strongly advised to close until 

the lockdown is lifted. 

Dr. Diane Sommer, a doctor for Pennsyl-

vania Bureau of Prisons and Assistant Re-

gional Director for the area on this situa-

tion, offered her perspective on the virus.   

She said there was a lot of misinformation 

spread over social media platforms, and 

even the news media, such as why the 

schools were closing and changing to online 

courses or the use of gloves in public areas. 

Regarding  the virus, Sommer said, ñit is 

in the same family as the common 

cold.  The virus has flu-like symp-

toms.ò  One of her issues with the media is 

it did not give out proper statistics.   

It was interesting to know that in South 

Korea, more women tested positive for the 

virus. But it appeared in the U.S. and 

worldwide that men were more susceptible. 

She said she didnôt know why more 

women in South Korea contracted the virus.   

A possibility she said,  was a test being 

used early on could indicate false positives 

because of antibodies built up from fighting 

the common cold.    

Early on, Pennsylvania closed highway 

rest stops, with the ramps initially blocked 

off. But this left truckers no safe place to 

stop and rest during long drives.  After a 

few days, and backlash from truckers, the 

state opened the ramps.   

Other places have closed as well, such as 

daycare centers, stores, and parks.  Stores 

such as Walmart, Lowes and Home Depot 

remain open at this time, along with grocery 

stores.  Restaurants are open as well, but 

only for take-out. 

It hurts the local businesses, especially 

in small towns that rely on tourism. The 

upside was that in the Tri-state area, it  was 

possibility that the borders of New York 

might be closed, or at least that was the talk 

of the town.  That would escalate the situa-

tion, but seemed possible.  Because Som-

mer works for the Bureau of Prisons, she is 

considered an essential worker and could 

use her credentials to cross the borders.  

There is little to do now with everything 

that is non-life sustaining closed.  But peo-

ple are finding ways to keep enter-

tained.  There have been people walking as 

it gets warmer.  The funny thing is, most of 

them are older, which is the demographic 

that is mostly affected by the virus.   

Sommer that the virus is airborne and it 

can even be contracted through the mem-

brane in the eyes.  ñPossible,ò she said, ñit 

is why the general advice is to not touch 

your face. Most of the time people contract 

viruses through contact with others. 

Who knows the next step in Pennsylva-

nia is when it comes to this virus?  Hopeful-

ly things can open back up and we can go 

back to normal. 

 

 EDITORôS NOTE:  Dr. Diane Sommer 

is the mother of Meghan Carlson. 

By Meghan Carlson 
College Hill Writer 

 

The Skylanders may be getting a wres-

tling team in the fall, a plan that could 

lead to a construction of a multi-purpose 

building that would house the team. 

The reason for the team is to provide 

an outlet for high school graduates who 

wrestled and want to come to SCCC. 

 ñWrestling has always been a strong 

sport in this particular county,ò said John 

Kuntz, director of athletics.  He said he 

had been approached by Jon Connolly, 

college president, with the idea. 

Adding two sports had been under 

consideration, said Kuntz.  ñOne was 

football and the other is the wrestling 

team.ò  If current plans bear out, a foot-

ball team will soon begin playing. 

But there have been snags in creating  

the team. There is limited space for all 

sports, especially in winter.  A solution 

could be to use an off-campus building 

for practice in the first year.  And, Kuntz 

said, Connolly wants to build a structure 

to house practices/matches and use it for 

other purposes in wrestlingôs off-season.  

ñA building probably wonôt happen 

until 2021 or 2022,ò said Kuntz. 

The team already has a head coach, 

who was hired last fall.  The coach, Chris 

Burdge, has a good knowledge base for 

the sport and has about 15 students wait-

ing to start in the fall. 

Both Kuntz and Burdge hope to have 

at least 25 students join the team by then.  

This is to be Burdgeôs first year coaching 

at the college level.  When he saw SCCC 

was offering wrestling, he said, it ñwas a 

cool idea to me and since it wasnôt an 

opportunity that Iôd had, I wanted to jump 

on board and set it in the right direction.ò  

He had gone to Centenary College in 

Hackettstown, because SCCC at the time 

did not offer a wrestling program and 

thatôs what he wanted. 

Both Kuntz and Burdge want the best 

for the team.  The most important thing 

for both of them is that the students enjoy 

what they are doing and want to continue 

their athletic career. 

What Kuntz is looking for is a willing-

ness to participate in the new program.  

Because there was no program in the 

past, students who wrestled in high 

school saw the sport was going nowhere 

for them.  

ñHere is a chance for kids to come to a 

community college and start to work on 

their academics from a college standpoint 

and to continue in the sport of wrestling,ò 

said Kuntz.   

Value of óonlineô biology lab questioned 
Hands-on classes last 
ones slated for online 

Pa. doctorôs early take on coronavirus 

Wrestling 
could start 
in months 
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By: Lilian Pelaez 

College Hill Writer 

   

The coronavirus caused a major pan-
demic, putting New Jersey to go into a 
state of emergency, and causing some 
Asian-Americans to fear discrimination.  

There was an great panic over the vi-
rus, many took precautions when cases 
were confirmed here in New Jersey.  

Toilet paper and sanitation products 
became scarce. Along with the shortag-
es, some perceived a rise in discrimina-
tion against certain groups of people.  

    The virus is believed to have started 
Wuhan, a city in China. Many speculate 
that the virus was spread from the im-
mense wildlife trade there, but nobody 
knows for certain. More recently, there 
has been speculation the virus came from 
a lab in China. 

It was thought it could have spread 
from the consumption of wild animals 
specifically, but nothing has been prov-
en. Research is still being conducted and 
little is definitely known about its ori-
gins. 

    The Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, released a statement saying, 
ñIt is important to remember that people 
ï including those of Asian descent ï who 
do not live in or have not recently been 
in an area of ongoing spread of the virus 
that causes COVID-19, or have not been 
in contact with a person who is a con-
firmed or suspected case of COVID-19 
are not at greater risk of spreading 
COVID-19 than other Americans.ò  

Despite the CDCôs efforts, there have 
been reports of discrimination circulating 
around people of Asian descent.  

Anna Chandy, an Asian-American 
woman from Fresno California, found 
her fatherôs car vandalized with racial 
slurs in relation to the coronavirus. None 
of her family living in that neighborhood 
had contracted the coronavirus, so it is 
believed that the vandalism was in rela-
tion to her familyôs ethnicity.  

Some media outlets have referring to 
the virus as the, ñChinese/Wuhan Virus''.  

Many people in the Chinese commu-
nity believe that this will cause people to 

look at people of Asian descent as the 
main spreaders of the disease.  

Anatolia, a journal published by 
ñTaylor and Francis Onlineò, is an 

ñinternational journal of tourism and 
hospitality researchò.  

Inside the journal, research has been 
recorded that has been looking into 
whether or not the media coverage has 
been causing the rise in Chinese discrim-

ination.  

It said, ñMisleading media coverage 
around NCP, (National Consumer Pan-
nel), has led people of Asian heritage, 

especially Chinese nationals and individ-
uals of Chinese origin, to face intense 
discrimination.  

ñTourists and others returning from 
China are being quarantined and sprayed 
with antiseptic upon arriving in their des-

tination.ò 

Charlene Glynn, a woman from a 
mixed-race family in Newton, is con-
cerned about the rise in discrimination.  

ñOn the news, Iôve seen an Asian man 
being sprayed by what was either Fe-
breze or Lysol, and an older woman be-
ing squirted with hand sanitizerò, she 
said.  

ñThe rise in discrimination, makes me 
feel really unsettled and upset. I strongly 
identify with my Asian half more than 
my other half. Seeing and hearing about 
people I care about and identify dealing 
with this is sad.ò  

She said she also had concerns with 
referring to the virus as the Chinese/
Wuhan Virus.  

ñI think itôs wrong to put an ethnicity 
onto a virus. I understand that it originat-
ed in these areas, but itôs giving people 
the wrong idea about the virus, China is 
not the epicenter any more since it has 
moved onto other countriesò, she said. 

There was also a sharp decrease in 
business for Chinese restaurants, even 
before restaurants were closed by gov-
ernment order. 

James Tierney Tang, a worker for a 
restaurant known as ñHwa Yuanò locat-
ed in New York City, told ñGrub Streetò, 
(a blog of the New York Magazine), 
that, ñIn short, we have been severely 
affected by coronavirus.  

ñFrankly, business has been gang-
busters for the past year, and itôs dropped 
40 percent in the past week.ò  

Chinatown is a major market in New 
York; sudden slow business in an area 
thatôs usually flooded with customers 
could have a major impact on the busi-
nesses there if it continues. 

There is no telling when the virus will 
be contained, or when businesses that 
were shut will be allowed to reopen.  

Before the ñstay at homeò orders, the 
CDC said there are also other groups of 
people who have faced stigma  These 
were people who had traveled in general.  
People work in medical fields were 
sometimes faced with stigma although 
now they are treated as heroes for treat-
ing those afflicted by the virus.  

Some Asian-Americans feared hostility 

Major art shows postponed due to outbreak 
By: Lilian Pelaez 
College Hill Writer 
  
 
At SCCC, all events and activities 

were unfortunately cancelled following  
executive orders from Gov. Murphy. 
The cancellations started with those 

events scheduled in March and April.  
This meant that all club-related activi-

ties, campus events, and even events that 
are held in an effort to give certain op-
portunities to students to help them fur-
ther their future were either cancelled or 
postponed.  
It is difficult to project if and when 

these events might happen, since we 
have no way of estimating when the pan-
demic will end.  All events were subse-
quently canceled. 
One major event here on campus, the 

ñStudent Art Exhibitionò, was also post-
poned. During this event, young talent is 

able to present their works for the month 
of May.  
The students who made the works are 

also welcome to sell them to potential 
buyers, possibly creating future networks 
for the students.  
The event requires the entire month of 

April to prepare:  Students submit their 
art for the event, prepare them for dis-
play, and have them judged by the art 
departmentôs  faculty.  
Behind the scenes, the college art de-

partment works on marketing for the 
event, and gallery programs get pro-
duced, until eventually installation final-
ly happens.  
This means that if the event had been 

given a date, there will likely be a bit of a 
scramble to get everything set up, possi-
bly on short notice. 
Although itôs unfortunate that the 

event was postponed, thereôs no doubt 
that many are concerned about the coro-

navirus outbreak, there likely wouldnôt 
have been a mass amount of people at-
tending the event. 
 Luckily for those organizing it, the 

event isnôt really set up much until the 
month of April, so there wasnôt much 
preparation that went to waste.  
However, this show is held annually, 

this was going to be the eventôs 
29th year. Even if the event ends 
up getting cancelled this year, there 
will always be another one next 
year.  
There was another art-related 

event that had a bit more to lose 
from this outbreak:  ñTeen Artsò.  
Preparations were underway  

when all events were canceled due 
to coronavirus concerns.  
It was set to open during Spring 

Break, which was around the time 
quarantine was just about to occur. 
 This means that all preparation 

work done for Teen Arts by teachers and 
students alike was wasted due to the 
Coronavirus.  

 
However, just as there will be another 

Student Art Exhibition, there will be an-
other Teen Arts as well.  

 

Origination of virus in China sparked 

concern about targeted discrimination 
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Historic Horton Mansion to Remain   

By: Cybele Tamulonis 
College Hill Writer 

 
Horton Mansion has been around 

a long time, and looks to stay here in 
the future. The impressive mansion 
ðbuilt in 1858 by John A. Horton, a 
successful leather manufacturerð is 
not slated to be torn down at this 
time.   
The building has a tumultu-

ous  history with the press, despite 
its stony silence. Originally ear-
marked for demolition in 2009, the 
mansion gained attention from The 
Newton Historic Preservation Advi-
sory Commission in 2014.  
The preservation group tried un-

successfully to get an ordinance 
passed by Newtonôs Town Council 
to have it listed as a historic building 
and, in effect, force a renovation. 
 According to town council 

minutes, the issue was hotly contest-
ed in a meeting, with the cost of ren-
ovation being the most problemat-
ic  in achieving the ordinance, which 
was narrowly rejected.  
According to the minutes, no rep-

resentative from the college, nor any 
student was in attendance at that 
time.    

  
Fortunately, the current college 

administration seems more adept at 
keeping the peace. While there are 
no plans to tear down the mansion, 
there are no firm plans in place at 
this moment for a full renovation, 

said Dr. Jon Connelly, president of 
SCCC. 
ñThe óHorton Houseô or óHorton 

Mansionô ðas it is most commonly 
calledð is a tribute to the history of 
Sussex County.  
The college hopes that over a long 

period of time it will be restored to 
functionality, and towards some use-
ful purpose for students. To make 
this possible, funding would need to 
be found for restoration purposes,ò 
said Connelly.  
Funding continues to be the main 

issue for the mansion and is not a 
cost that anyone would like to see 
pushed on to the studentsð so the 
balance between historic preserva-
tion and affordability continues to be 
a delicate matter . 
Director of Facilities Charlene 

Peterson recently gave a tour of the 
building.  
ñWe love this building, all of us 

here do and we want to see it taken 
care of,ò she said.  
Indeed, the outside of the building 

is pristine and well looked after.   
ñThe facilities department buys 

paint every year and the staff volun-
teers to paint the porch and do some 
general caretaking,ò she said. 
Inside, itôs immediately evident 

that there has been some effort to 
keep decay at bay. The asbestos has 
been remediated in a few rooms on 
the first floor and the hall is stacked 
with stored furniture.  
Continuing further in, it becomes 

painfully obvious what a big job it 
would be to bring the building back 
to a fully operational space. 
ñWhether itôs done in phases or 

another way, weôd like to see it back 
as a functioning building,ò said Pe-

terson. ñBut itôs not being torn 
down. Weôd like to see it become a 
space for our students.ò  

 The mansion was built on Hor-
tonôs 200-acre estate in the classic 
Gothic style popular at the middle of 
the 19th Century.  
According to research done by the 

late local historian Kevin W. Wright 
(who died in 2016), Horton commis-
sioned the services of architect 
Chauncey Graham to build the man-
sion and accompanying gatehouse 
from local quarried limestone.   
Horton was able to successfully 

run a working farm on the estate 
before starting plans for the main 
house. The Horton Estate holds Sus-
sex County history deep in its soil.  
According to Wrightôs research, it  
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Despite rumors that the building is slated for demolition, Dr. Connollyôs  

administration is determined to keep the building intact. 
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was also the homestead of Newtonôs first known 

settler, Henry Hairlocker, a German immigrant who 
settled on the area sometime before 1751.  
Hairlocker built a tavern on the property, which 

also served as the countyôs first courthouse before 
an official one was completed in 1765.  
Hairlocker was buried on the property in 1779 

and his cabin was torn down in 1944. 
Horton was never able to enjoy the living in the 

mansion. He died in 1858, the same year as the 
buildingôs completion, at the age of 51, at his father-
in-lawôs home in Newark.  
In 1928, the property was sold with 167 acres to 

the Salesian Order of the 
Roman Catholic Church, 
for the training and edu-
cation of priests.  
   According to Peterson, 
the mansion housed 25 
to 50 seminary students 
during its heyday. This 
number grew to almost 
600 as the campus ex-
panded, according to 
Ann Bainôs book Life on 
College Hill: a history of 
the site of the Sussex 
County Community Col-
lege (published 2008). 

The campus also operated as a boyôs summer camp 
for many years. Obviously, the mansion could not 
house all of these activities and students. So, in 
1930, the order began work on constructing what is 
now known as the Student Center (D Building), 
which the order completed in 1931.  
As Peterson said, ñThere is another historic build-

ing on campus, the Don Bosco building.ò    
Students will recognize the beautiful óDon Bosco 

Collegeô in stained glass that decorates the front of 
the building.  
ñThere is a plaque in the front hall when you en-

ter, so the students can learn about the history of 
Don Bosco,ò Peterson continued ñWe are very much 
aware of the history of both buildings.ò At the time 
of this writing, the plaque had been removed to cor-
rect a spelling error, but it should be back up soon. 
The plaque gives students the history of the Don 

Bosco era and translates the Salesiansô Latin motto, 
óDa Mihi Animas Catera Tolleô to English, óGive 
me souls; take away the rest.ô 
The plaque is  thanks to the efforts of a former 

student, John Peter Zappe. ñI wanted to make the 
history of the college known to my fellow students 
so that they, too, may have a greater appreciation of 
the buildings and grounds of the college,ò he told 
the New Jersey Herald in 2019. 

SCCCôs administration appreciated Zappeôs ef-
forts and held a plaque ceremony last year that host-
ed members of the members of the Salesian order as 
well as faculty and staff. 
The Horton Mansion continued to be used as the 

main hall until around 1989 when the lure of the 
Salesian order had dwindled to a dozen students. 
The order sold the campus to Sussex County Com-
munity College and new era began on the Horton 
Estate.  
The halls of Horton Mansion express varying 

styles of architecture and function implemented on 
the building over the years.  
There are the Gothic archways and heavy pointed 

wooden doors Horton had installed, and the leaded 
stained glass and in-
door plumbing the 
church contributed, as 
well as a dazzling 
array of paint colors 
the last group of Sale-
sians added, each rep-
resenting a different 
era of the mansion.  
One of the most 

remarkable features is 
the ceiling of the for-
mer chapel on the 
first floor. Painted in 
a Baroque style, com-
plete with gilding, 
depictions of angels 
and saints and orna-
mental plaster, it is 
breathtaking to be-
hold.  
While the ceiling is 

historical it seems 
slightly out of place 
in the austere archi-
tecture of the rest of 
the building. The sec-
ond floor leads to a 
wide, airy and light-
filled hall.  
Off the hall, there 

are cubicles, study 
halls and common 
areas that were re-
modeled for the Sale-
sian Brothers, bright-
ly painted in cringe-
worthy neon 
greens    and eye-
popping blues, and in 
no condition for visi-

tors or habitation at this point. 
Limestoneð a staple of Gothic architectureð 

may be the saving grace of the Horton mansion, al-
lowing it to stand the test of time, from the outside 
at least, for 162 years.  
However, one thing is clear after seeing the inte-

rior, the building has a lot of issues that cannot be 
addressed all at once. Perhaps, as Connelly indicat-
ed, a slow and steady approach is best. 
ñOur mission is to provide our students with a 

healthy, safe and affordable education,ò said Peter-
son.  
If the mansion can be a part of that in the future, 

SCCC will have succeeded in preserving a piece of 
Sussex County history on its campus. 
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Stately Reminder of SCCCôs Past 
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By Meghan Carlson 

College Hill writer 

 

Everyone going to Sussex County 
Community College already knows that 
the school elected to go to online course 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
how are classes dealing with the 
change? There is something to be said 
about English courses in the college set-
tings.  

One of those things is they are very 
flexible when it comes to being online 
courses. Different professors have dif-
ferent views on teaching and then there 
are those that are well adapted to doing 
both in class and online courses.  

One of these professors is Maureen 
Murphy-Smolka, who is the Associate 
Professor of English and chair of the 
department.   

To start, Murphy-Smolka said that 
ñI am really proud to be a part of SCCC 

faculty.ò She knew there were going to 
be some difficulties with the transition 
to online courses, but she also knew that 
the faculty would do their best in order 
to make sure all of their students were 
cared for in these times. 

 ñThere was a learning curve,ò she 
said, in regards to some who were not 
prepared for the move, ñWe had the 
Spring Break to do some training.ò  

Something that Murphy-Smolka did 
was to set up a conference with her stu-
dents. To say the least, she has experi-
ence with being online and she gets 
more responses through this way.  

With  these conferences, which  a 
majority of her students are able to 
make during the class time, she has be-
come more flexible in understanding 
timelines.  

ñTeaching writing online is some-
thing that I never done.ò Murphy-
Smolka said. She prefers to teach writ-
ing face-to-face, for it allows immediate 

feedback from both herself and the stu-
dents.  

Students are responsive to this type 
of teaching and the flexibility that has 
come of it. But it does come down to the 
studentôs perception; some do prefer 
online courses while some prefer in 
class.  

One of her colleagues, Jennifer 

Daly, was able to give her perspective 
on this situation as well. 

 ñThough it was overwhelming at 
first, Iôm having fun learning to make 
great videos and more interactive 
handouts for my materials,ò she said. 

 One of the programs that professors 
are using including Canvas is Zoom. 
Zoom is a program that is like Skype, 
but it can be used on cellphones.  

ñIôm using Zoom, which also allows 
me to connect with students while lec-
turing from different virtual places, 
which is fun!ò Daly said.  

People are looking for new ways to 
teach in these times, which is much ap-
preciated. It is a time when we can come 
together to help each other, giving ad-
vice in how these classes can improve.  

We can only hope that this situation 
does not go over into the summer se-
mester, but if it does for some reason, 
the faculty and staff at SCCC will be 
there to help those who need it. 

English department takes to online courses 

Early on, COVID-19 made retail shopping scene a lonely place 

By Claryssa MillsïRobinson 

College Hill writer 

In early March, people all over the world were 

worried about COVID ï 19. There was panic buying 

of toilet paper, meat, milk, hand sanitizer, antiï

bacterial wipes, tissues, paper towels, and many other 

items.  

Along with other states, New Jersey has been put 

on lockdown and all nonïessential businesses were 

closed. New York was one of the first states to take 

this action.  

One nonïessential business was TJ Maxx. A nor-

mal weekend at TJ Maxx in Middletown, N.Y., is 

busy with usually more than 50 people in the store.  

It wasnôt until Thursday March 19,  that TJ Maxx 

closed all stores in the country.   But until then, 

COVID ï 19 outbreaks had turned the busy week-

ends into quiet weekends with barely any customers 

and nothing for employees to do.  

Sanitizing stations were placed in the fitting room, 

employee lounge, and front-end service department 

by the registers. Em-

ployees at the regis-

ters would either wear 

gloves or use hand 

sanitizer after every 

customer, especially 

after handling money.  

Each morning the reg-

isters and credit card 

pin pads were wiped 

down with Lysol 

wipes and again when there were few customers.  

Some wore wearing gloves or masks and others 

walked around with hand sanitizer and used it every 

time they touched something.  

Customers would ask employees if they sold hand 

sanitizer. The response  was that TJ Maxx does not 

sell hand sanitizer and that it was the employees per-

sonal bottle of sanitizer that they bought for them-

selves.  

When it came to the more essential businesses like 

Walmart and PetSmart, which were allowed to stay 

open at this time, there was more panic and worry.  

In another store, the shelves were empty. The toi-

let paper and paper towel shelves were completely 

empty. There were barely any paper plates or cups.  

There was no more meat, the bread was almost 

gone and there were very few containers of water 

left. The milk and eggs were wiped out as were most 

of the fruits and vegetables.  

The same could be said for ShopRite and Price 

Chopper. In PetSmart, there were minimal selections 

of pet foods, treats, and even toys. PetSmart stopped 

their adoption process, except for cats and fish.  

 

The employees never got too close to customers 

and employees at the registers wore gloves and wore 

a new pair after every customer. They were no longer 

grooming pets and had stopped their training classes.  

Although they were low on merchandise, they 

were restocking the shelves everyday so that no pet 

was  affected by COVIDï19 because of their owners 

not being able to stock up on food, treats, litter, and 

toys.  

Violent assault in relationships goes on display 
By Alba Santos 
College Hill Writer 

 
Sexual violence, its causes and effects, were 

the focus of an event sponsored by DASI. 
The production was called ñRelationship 

Feud.ò   It was a game to test how much SCCC  
students knew about healthy relationships and 
interpersonal violence knowledge, said Caitlin 
Clark, one of the event organizers. 
DASI (Domestic Abuse and Sexual Assault 

Intervention Services) is a non-profit organiza-
tion in Sussex County that assists survivors of 
domestic violence and sexual assault. 
The organization has a campus presence in 

room D113 for students and staff members for 
any need for support in the event of sexual abuse 
or disclosure of any kind.  
DASI created the ñRelationship Feud 

Game,ò a quiz with sixty questions about healthy 
relationships, abusive relationships, violence, 
abuse.  It included advice about how to prevent 
unfortunate experiences than can to happen to 
teens and adolescents.  
All one  needed to join was a  smartphone 

and knowledge about healthy relationships.    
On their cellphones, participants went to 

Kahoot! an application with a game-based learn-
ing platform. After entering the game code one 
could start playing.  
During the event, six participants, female 

and male students from SCCC, answered ques-
tions, while learning important facts about vio-
lence, sexual assault.  It started with the defini-
tion of what exactly is sexual assault, since many 
young people do not know.  
Statistics were provided that are very im-

portant and opened eyes about our society, such 

as every 92 seconds, an 
American is sexually assault-
ed.  
Also, there were statistics 
about how much this affects 
younger minds and health. 
One study reported that 62 
percent of pregnant teens  
have been victims of molesta-
tion, attempted rape, or rape, 
before a first pregnancy.  
   Studies of middle and high 
school students estimated the 
rate of physical aggression as  
10-20 percent in the general 
teen population and much 
higher in high-risk youth.  
   The three people with the 
highest score won a prize. It 
was a helpful and admirable 
experience in which students 
filled a huge gap in 
knowledge about problems 
affecting our society. 

   With these kinds of activities, people can 
find ways to identify the signs and red flags on 
their relationships or those their friends are in.   
DASI has its doors open and has a 24-hour 

helpline.  It has an office in the college, available 
to any student facing similar problems or need-
ing advice about their relationships.  
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Feb. 28, 2020:  College monitoring 

ñdevelopments related to a respiratory illness 

caused by a new coronavirus (previously call 

ñ2019-nCoV,ò now called ñCOVID-19ò).ò  An-

nouncement details symptoms, states there have 

been no cases at SCCC and advises people to prac-

tice hygienic and social distancing behavior that 

soon became common. 

March 4:  SCCC following ñguidance of our local 

and state resources to ensure we have current and 

accurate information to safeguard out students, em-

ployees and visitors.ò  Offers advice on symptoms 

and hygienic practices.   

Faculty told to prepare for possible move to Canvas 

and advised on steps to do so. 

March 6:   College forms Coronavirus Task 

Force to ñprepare for, communicate, and address 

College matters that have direct and indirect im-

pacts stemming from the outbreak.ò 

March 9:  Breakfast of Champions postponed, 

for possibly later in April. 

March 9:  College is monitoring developments 

and preparing ñfor all scenarios.ò  Classrooms be-

ing disinfected daily with spray cleaners; planned 

campus events may be canceled; reiterates need to 

keep hands clean, cover coughs, refrain from shak-

ing hands. 

March 10:   Canvas training videos made availa-

ble. 

March 11:   Canvas training sessions scheduled. 

March 12:  Coronavirus Task Force announces 

ñThe College will be temporarily moving a majori-

ty of courses online, starting week of March 23.   

The temporary move to online instruction will be 

assessed weekly, with the first status update being 

March 25 for the following week. Faculty should 

continue to work with their respective Dean to 

develop and implement a plan to deliver their 

course.ò 

 

March 12:  Four Menôs Lacrosse games remain-

ing in March are canceled. 

March 16:   College will abide by Executive Or-

der #104 issued by Gov. Murphy requiring all New 

Jersey schools to cease in-person instruction effec-

tive March 18.   Order permits waivers ñto allow in

-person instruction to students on a case-by-case 

basis where a compelling rationale to allow such 

access exists.ò  College observes that specifics of 

ña compelling rationaleò are not clear,ò but ex-

presses hope for clarification. 

March 18:  College announces all SCCC classes, 

small and large, will be offered ñremotely éò  

Waivers will be considered for an  ñexceptionalò 

few, such as science labs, automotive, culinary 

ñand a few others.ò Faculty seeking waivers must 

submit requests by noon, March 19.  Such requests 

are to be ñprocessedò by state health authorities. 

March 19:  Online classes to begin March 23.   

March 19:  College sends out list provided by 

Sussex County Chamber of Commerce of 20 area 

restaurants offering take-out food. 

March 20:  College says an unidentified employ-

ee has the virus. Buildings that employee frequent-

ed are given ña thorough and deep cleaning.ò 

March 20:  Faculty thanked for efforts in pre-

paring for upcoming challenges.  Buildings A, B/C, 

E and L are ñessentially closedò while D Building 

is ñpartially opened.ò  Library going virtual Mon-

day. 

March 21:  College says all courses will be 

online effective on return from Spring Break, 

March 23. 

Gov. Murphy issues Executive Order #107 which, 

among its provisions, requires public to ñstay at 

home,ò closes all but ñessentialò retail businesses, 

closes libraries and orders institutions of higher 

learning to cease in-person instruction.  Provision 

for waivers remains operative, but there is no elab-

oration on a ñcompelling rationale.ò  

 

 

March 23:  College employee who tested positive 

is reported ñill but recovering.ò  ñAll protocols are 

being followed regarding our facilities, and this 

personôs case is being pursued as dictated by the 

rules of the Sussex County Health Department.   

ñThe College will be disinfected for the health and 

safety of our college community.  We are continu-

ing to work closely in concert with our partners in 

Sussex County as the Health Department conducts 

its investigation and monitoring moving forward.ò 

March 24:  Email states first official day ñof 

SCCC operating in a virtual capacity is in the His-

tory books.ò  Everyone is thanked ñfor making the 

transition as seamless as possible é.ò 

March 25:   Email states college it is ñconducting 

outreach to all of our current students.  Through 

this process, one of the themes that has emerged is 

that some students may not be hearing from their 

faculty members.ò  It also states many faculty are 

maintaining ñexcellent communication channelsò 

with students. 

March 26:  Following guidance from state De-

partment of Health, college tells employees they 

may authorize college to be told if they are diag-

nosed with COVID-19.   

Signing an authorization form is voluntary.  A sub-

sequent email explains the waiver would allow 

College to notify individuals with whom the person 

may have had contact. 

March 27:     Reminder of behaviors to provide 

for safety of oneself and others and links to assist 

in managing homework environments and interac-

tion with others. 

March 27: Student class evaluations will not be 

done this semester.   

March 28:  Attachment with Families First 

Coronavirus Response Act is distributed All Col-

lege, with recommendation it be reviewed to under-

stand potential benefits. 

March 31:  Task Force report includes following 

items: Faculty are saying it ñmay be less confusing 

and provide consistencyò if classes remain online 

for rest of semester; Various offices in college  are 

helping students deal with remote delivery; Food 

Pantry is preparing bags for students who need 

them and pick-up locations are being coordinated.  

Human Resources working on unemployment 

claims; Student financial aid being processed. 

April 1:   Courses will remain online for rest of 

semester. Graduation postponed ñindefinitely.ò 

April 14:  Task Force report includes following 

items:   Fall registration now open.   

Cuts in state aid expected, but reductions at state 

institutions expected to be ñmuch more dramaticò 

than at community colleges. Summer enrollment 

down, but communication ongoing.   

Marketing is working on fall campaign; a campus 

tour video is being created and Summer I $100 fee 

is waived.  Commencement ceremony canceled. 

April 20:  Task Force  report includes following 

items, mostly concerning normal activities of run-

ning the college, with adaptations as necessary:  

 College received $500,000 federal CARES grant 

to help students with emergency cash grants; Pass/

Fail still under consideration;  

Summer I is fully online; summer session begin-

ning June 23  being moved online while decision 

pending on session beginning July 6.   For interna-

tional students, visas are being granted only for 

emergency medical reasons.  

College sent out COVID-19 student impact survey 

ñto gain a deeper and better understanding of the 

challenges our students are facing.ò  In addition to 

cleaning, Facilities is working on football practice 

field project and new Academic Center.  

April 24:   Coronavirus Task Forces announces 

that Faculty Senate says ñthere are concerns re-

garding online teaching over a long period.ò Also, 

itôs reported that ñthere are concerns among faculty 

who have health conditions on coming back for 

face-to-face instruction in the fall.ò 

   Registrarôs office working on language of pass/

fail and incomplete options.  Itôs reported that eve-

ry school is awaiting guidance from national level 

regarding fall athletics. Community members who 

are calling in for food pantry items  are being di-

rected to county food pantries. 

   Security is charting visitors to campus, when they 

come and where they go. Marketing is looking 

around country for ideas on graduation. 

   Admissions is beginning to see an uptick in ap-

plication counts.   

  

Emails tracked approach of virus 

bŀǘǳǊŜΦŎƻƳ 
4ÈÅ ÃÏÒÏÎÁÖÉÒÕÓ 

As SCCC prepared to meet an increasingly real threat to public health, it sent 

many emails to the college community of what had happened and what might 

happen.  Listed below those coronavirus-related emails sent in March and 

April.   

In the interest of brevity, entries are limited to summarizing specific actions 

and, excepting those from the Coronavirus Task Force, do not identify originat-

ing office.   

The recurring theme running through all communications from all offices 

was an overriding concern for the safety of the college community. 
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By Meghan Carlson 

College Hill Writer 

 

Showing in the gallery at SCCC, 

Kaôrin Lowney-Seed has her paintings 

that represent nature and the use of col-

or.   

Lowney-Seed first decided to become 

an artist when she was young.  She sold 

her first piece of art to her grandmother 

for $25 when she was just twelve.   

ñThis was in the sixties, it felt like a 

lot of money,ò Lowney-Seed said with 

humor.  She felt at that time that this 

was a need, something that she had to 

do.   

Lowney-Seed, a Sparta resident, has 

been working on the series over the 

course of two years with lots of pieces 

missing that have been sold.   

Lowney-Seed got her Masters in Fine 

Arts degree from the School of the Art 

Institute of Chicago. She is also a pro-

fessor of art history and studio classes 

which allows her to use her knowledge 

in her works.   

Her works were also exhibited in 

Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn NY, The 

Philadelphia Art Museum, The Art Insti-

Color adds to Nature in art display at College 
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tute of Chicago, Art Basel Miami and Art 

Expo New York. 

One of the ways that Lowney-Seed 

works is in a series or a group of paintings.  

It is one of a way she gets inspiration for her 

works.   

ñIôll start something and sometimes I 

have a little moment that triggers some-

thing, thinking of taking the series part a 

different wayò she said.   

One example being the water series, in 

which it is a series looking at water and its 

fluidness but then she gets that moment to 

merge it with the hard part of life.   

ñItôs organicò she said, ñI let it go where 

itôs gonna go.ò 

Lowney-Seed said with this series of 

paintings (which a mix of two series is; the 

Forest and the other The Water) she was 

using a newer technique.   

With acrylics, by using ñtransparent lay-

ers and working up those layers of depth 

and trying to work with the idea of hard and 

softò she said.   
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